DIP TOP:
Coastline’s great
for snorkelling:

* VILLA THRILLER: String of fiol
homes and private beach

BY MICKEY BURKE
IT WAS certainly the white
y

Cyprus with whitewashed
walls hand -moulded by a sculptor next
to 00l of cool blue—all set against
me backdrap of a palmireespeckled
private Mediterranean

and Ancreas Linboures i top when
e buit ours. Along came more and more,
ietting along the coastine of Aya Thekia
ke a s of pears i the baking sun

‘Arive a tis place aftr a tree-and a half
our fight,and just one look at s enough
to start the chill-out process long before the
first cork has been popped.

Even our children, Leo, 14, and
Thyearad Crios were mpressed by the
Vow factor 83 ey towed ihe Hirce
bedroom vila's spacious rooms before
phungig nto th square o nviing shimmer.

blue outside.

Paradise

And the combination of pool plus a
beach with excellent snorkelling less than
30 seconds away was enough to make it
difficult to winkle them out of their paradise.

b5 tem bk i i

ing
the laptop in the shade.
In the distance, as we lapf
peaceful suroundings, lay the sky\me of

clubbers' paradise Ayia Napa—out we were
el ol avay rom { o family haven.
perfect base to explore

ine i oo of gl APt

One thughironking 1p we ook—on
the adics of Andsss—yas o
o e of Faapate Ho vod 0 1o
her and was frce 10 s s fons, srg
with thousands of Greek Cypriots
1574 iiasion by Tukey sp the isanc.

zen in
through
o, you an 626 10 s i
ings just as they were left more than 30
years ago.

Cyprus is certainly the place to escape an
English summer. The sunshine is wall to
wall, 50 much so that locals we came
across struggled to remember the last time
they had to run for shefter from the rain.

In fact the island averages only 40 days

of rain a year, whereas at home we
only seem to get 40 days of sun.

Temparurs sty nthe igh s
in summer 50 mid-20s spring is the
besttme 0 go. ¥ the heat gets oo
much, a couple of hours' drive
Tou i W ihe scolti s axd
breathtaking scenery of the Troodos
mountains,

The highest peak at 1,592m is
Mount Olympus and in the winter it
manages to become a small ski
resort—though it's hard to imagine
any snow ever surviving long on this
baked island,

Want more bustle? Then
Nicosia. It the world's last divided
capital cty, sliced through the
middle by the Green Line~a frontier
complete with barbed wire and
watch  towers-which  separates

Tirkish: ohern i and. the
Republic of Cypr

You can take a walk alongside the
line" before stroling the Old City's
sirets and samplng Cyprt coffee
at one of the many lovely ltle cafes
that abound here.

A long openir lunch is a must
and you'l be spoied for choice.
are loads of great restaurants
1d tavernas with tables outside
seling mouth-watering kebabs and
Tesy Croek s o vry esaorable
prices.

We found good places to eat
wherever w went in Cyprus, but the
family's favourite was undoubtedly
the famiyrun Kalamaras in the
nearby vilage of Sotira. The food
was consistently _briliant
because it was a backwaters place

frequented mainly by locals, the
atmosphere was wonderful

u can feed a family of four for
just over £30. And beer is, inevitably.

card games folowed by a good
night's sleep in very comforiable
beds.

e even plucked up the courage
10 go into Ayia Napa~but only n the
hours of dayignt of course.

Despito s reputation a5 a rowdy
Gl resor, there are plenty of
decent restaurants on offe i the
town. And its fairy cuiet at
lunchiime.

Peaceful

Bt ke Cinderell, Its wise 10
Jeave the ball well before midrignt
when any family atmosphere the
re rav s

pumpkinshaped.

The clubbers' presence-and the
huge amounts of money they
spend—is what has tumed Ayia Napa
from a quiet fishing vilage to what it
is today

But the town's authorities want to
change its image o aftract more
families and the police have cracked
jown on_opening hours and_the
inevitable fistiufs that arise from a
few too many lagers.

night-unti the fist splash of the
morming in the gasssmooth water
The white way o start the day.
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